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also in one place more the woman had the courage,
however strange it was, to say no; and he could try
nowhere but he was reproached with his pride, and
that he pretended not to give the women leave to
inquire into his character, and the like.

By this time he began to be sensible of his mis-
take ; and seeing all the women on that side the
water alarmed, he went over to RatclifF, and got ac-
cess to some of the ladies there; but though the
young women there too, were, according to the fate
of the day, pretty willing to be asked, yet such was
his ill luck, that his character followed him over the
water; so that though he might have had wives
enough, yet it did not happen among the women
that had good fortunes, which was what he wanted.

But this was not all; she very ingeniously managed
another thing herself, for she got a young gentleman,
who was a relation; to come and visit her two or
three times a week in a very fine chariot and good
liveries, and her two agents and I also, presently
spread a report all over, that this gentleman came
to court her ; that he was a gentleman of a thousand
pounds a year, and that he was fallen in love with
her, and that she was going to her aunt's in the city,
because it was inconvenient for the gentleman to
come to her with his coach to Rotherhithe, the streets
being so narrow and difficult.

This took immediately, the captain was laughed
at in all companies, and was ready to hang himself;
he tried all the ways possible to come at her again,
and wrote the most passionate letters to her in the
world, and in short, by great application, obtained
leave to wait on her again, as he said, only to clear
his reputation.

At this meeting she had her full revenge of him;
for she told him, she wondered what he took her to
be, that she should admit any man to a treaty of so